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At  a  Meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  SURTEES  SOCIETY, 
held  in  Durham  Castle  on  Tuesday,  December  1st,  1896, 
the  DEAN  OF  DURHAM  in  the  chair, 

It  was  resolved, 

That  MR.  FRANCIS  COLLINS,  M.D.,  do  edit  the  wills, 
inventories  and  administrations  entered  on  the  Knares- 
borough  Manor  Rolls. 

WILLIAM    BROWN, 

Secretary. 


PBEFA'CE. 


THE  Honor  of  Knaresborough  forms  a  portion  of  the 
possessions  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster.  It  consists 
of  the  Borough,  the  Forest,  and  the  Liberty  and  Soke 
of  Knaresborough.  The  land  is  chiefly  copyhold,  so 
the  Records  containing  the  proceedings  of  the  Courts 
form  a  most  valuable  topographical  and  genealogical 
history  of  the  neighbourhood.  Except  during  the 
Commonwealth  period,  the  Courts  were  held  in 
Knaresborough  Castle;  at  this  time  the  Forest  was 
separated  from  the  Honor,  and  its  Courts  were  held 
at  Killinghall,  the  Rolls  of  this  portion  being  labelled 
"  The  Manor  within  the  Forest."  The  Courts  of  the 
Liberty  and  Soke  were  held,  as  heretofore,  in  the 
Castle,  and  the  Rolls  are  endorsed  "  The  Honor  of 
Knaresborough." 

The  Records  are  under  the  care  of  the  Deputy 
Steward,  the  Rolls  being  deposited  in  a  strong  room  in 
the  Castle  yard  adjoining  his  office.  They  are  arranged 
in  bundles,  containing  from  ten  to  twenty  Rolls 
each.  Each  Roll  and  each  bundle  is  labelled,  and 
they  are  easily  accessible  The  earliest  Roll  is  dated 
the  6th  Edward  III,  and  the  latest  the  6th  Queen 
Anne.  From  the  latter  date  to  the  present  time  the 
proceedings  of  the  Courts  have  always  been  entered 
in  Registers. 
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The  Rolls  contain  the  proceedings  of  the  Great 
Courts  Leet  and  of  the  Courts  Baron.  The  former 
Courts  were  held  twice  yearly,  as  early  as  convenient 
after  Michaelmas  Day  and  Lady  Day ;  and  the  latter 
every  third  Wednesday  throughout  the  year.  Each  Roll 
consists  of  from  six  to  upwards  of  twenty  parchment 
skins  or  membranes,  tacked  together  at  their  heads 
and  written  on  both  sides.  The  proceedings  of  the 
Michaelmas  Court  Leet,  which  are  followed  by  those  of 
the  Lady  Day  Court  Leet,  usually  fill  about  the  three 
first  membranes ;  the  remainder  are  taken  up  with 
the  proceedings  of  the  Courts  Baron.  Except  during 
the  Commonwealth  period,  the  entries  are  almost 
entirely  in  Latin,  but  the  wills  and  many  of  the  pains 
laid  on  townships  and  individuals  are  in  English. 

The  Rolls  are  generally  in  good  condition,  some, 
as  mRy  be  expected,  have  suffered  moro  or  less  from 
damp  or  use  or  both,  and  several  are  missing,  but 
perhaps  not  more  than  might  have  been  expected. 
The  earlier  part  of  the  reign  of  Edward  III  and  the 
reigns  of  Henry  IV  and  Henry  VII  are  the  most 
imperfect.  There  is  a  gap  between  the  6th  and  the 
11-12  of  Edward  III,  and  again  between  the  latter 
year  and  the  15-16,  and  the  Roll  for  the  18-19  is 
also  missing;  altogether  ten  Rolls.  There  are  three 
Rolls  missing  for  the  reign  of  Richard  II,  those  for  the 
6-7,  12-13,  and  13-14  years.  The  reign  of  Henry  IV 
is  represented  by  the  6th  and  8th  years  only.  From 
this  reign  to  the  6th  of  Queen  Anne  the  following 
are  missing — those  for  the  26-27  and  33-34  of 
Henry  VI;  for  the  12-13  of  Edward  IV;  the  2-3, 
6-7,  8-9,  14-15,  16-17,  18-19,  19-20,  20-21,  22-23,  and 
23-24  of  Henry  VII;  the  3-4,  25-26,  27-28,  and  36-37 
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of  Queen  Elizabeth;  the  4-5  and  12-13  of  James  I; 
and  the  19-20  of  Charles  I.  Altogether  in  a  period 
of  373  years  the  Records  for  45  years  have  dis- 
appeared. It  is  quite  impossible  to  account  for  the 
loss  of  these  documents ;  but  when  it  is  remembered 
that  the  Castle  underwent  a  siege  during  the  great 
Civil  War,  and  was  subsequently  dismantled,  it  is 
perhaps  more  surprising  that  328  Rolls  still  exist 
than  that  forty-five  have  gone  astray.  Historians  tell 
us  that  the  Castle  underwent  a  siege  in  the  time  of 
Edward  II,  and  that  John  de  Lilburne,  a  follower  of 
the  Earl  of  Lancaster,  destroyed  all  the  ancient 
records  he  found  in  the  Castle.  These  contained  all 
the  ancient  customs  and  privileges  of  the  Honor. 
As  far  as  possible  this  loss  was  rectified  in  the 
42  Edward  III  on  the  evidence  of  the  oldest 
inhabitants  and  customary  tenants,  given  before  an 
inquisition  held  for  that  purpose.  Besides  the  Rolls 
belonging  to  the  Honor  of  Knaresborough,  there  are 
134  Rolls  belonging  to  the  Manors  of  Aldbrough 
and  Rocliffe,  both  of  which  form  a  part  of  the 
possessions  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  and  adjoin 
the  Liberty  of  Knaresborough,  being,  however,  beyond 
the  boundaries  of  the  Honor.  Many  of  these  Rolls 
are  attached  to  the  Knaresborough  Court  Rolls,  but 
the  proceedings  are  entered  on  separate  membranes. 
The  heading  of  each  Roll  usually  commences  with 
the  name  of  the  Chief  Lord,  who  was  either  the 
Sovereign,  or  some  very  high  personage  to  whom 
the  Sovereign  had  granted  the  Honor.  At  one  time 
Queen  Philippa,  the  wife  of  Edward  III,  held  it  as 
a  portion  of  her  dower.  On  her  death  it  was  granted 
by  Edward  III  to  John  of  Gaunt,  Duke  of  Lancaster, 
b 
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and  has  since  formed  a  part  of  the  possessions  of  the 
Duchy,  reverting  to  the  Crown  with  the  house  of 
Lancaster.  James  I  gave  it  to  the  Prince  of  Wales 
and  Charles  I  to  his  Queen,  Henrietta  Maria,  who 
held  it  as  part  of  her  dower.  The  names  of  the 
High  Steward,  Deputy  Steward,  and  Learned  Steward, 
or  such  of  them  as  presided  at  the  Court,  follow 
that  of  the  Chief  Lord,  and  then  the  date. 

The  first  business  recorded  is  that  of  the  election 
of  the  Grave  and  Bedel  of  the  Forest,  and  of  the 
Constables  for  the  various  Townships  and  Hamlets 
within  the  same,  all  of  whom  held  office  for  one  year. 
Then  come  the  names  of  the  Grave  and  Constables 
elected  to  serve  in  the  Liberty.  These  are  some- 
times, but  not  always,  followed  by  the  names  of 
the  Free  Tenants  and  Tenants-at-will.  The  next 
entries  are  the  reports  of  the  Great  Inquisitions  of 
the  Borough,  the  Liberty  and  Soke,  and  the  Forest, 
each  headed  by  the  names  of  the  Jurors,  who  number 
from  thirteen  to  twenty.  After  the  Jurors'  names 
come  their  presentments,  with  the  names  of  many 
delinquents,  their  offences,  and  the  fines  imposed  upon 
them  written  over  their  names.  These  show  that  a 
lawless  population  had  to  be  dealt  with. 

The  character  of  the  inhabitants  and  the  descrip- 
tion of  this  part  of  the  country  are  well  shown  in  a 
short  survey  of  a  portion  of  the  possessions  of  the 
Duchy  of  Lancaster,  which  is  to  be  found  in  the 
Public  Record  Office  among  the  State  Papers.  It  is 
dated  November,  1608,  and  made  by  the  order  of 
James  I,  who  it  would  appear  was  anxious  to  improve 
his  revenue.  In  dealing  with  Knaresborough,  it 
informs  us  that  "  The  Manor  and  Forest  of  Knares- 
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broughe  in  copihold  rent  is  about  £200.  The  soile 
good  and  inclosed,  the  tenants  generally  riche.  The 
one  half  of  this  rent  is  within  the  Forest,  where  all 
the  land  is  rented  at  6d.  an  acre;  their  measure  is 
so  great  as,  one  with  another,  they  hold  foure  acres 
for  one  throughout  the  Forest.  They  observe  their 
customs  curiously,  and  stand  upon  it  that  their  fynes 
are  certein  upon  alienacon,  and  so  are  they  for 
anything  I  could  either  see  or  learne.  They  are  a 
most  headstrong  people  in  that  country,  therefore 
preparatives  must  be  used  before  the  mayne  service 
be  in  hand.  There  neither  is  nor  hath  bene,  within 
memory,  any  deare  in  the  Forest,  nor  any  woods  to 
make  account  of.  Greet  store  of  sheepe  are  kept  in 
the  Forest,  which  are  no  Forest  goods.  In  this 
Lordshipp  are  inoch  and  good  demesnes  claymed  and 
holden  by  copie,  the  tenents  whereof  are  willing  to 
give  fortie  yeares  fyne  to  be  made  free,  thoughe 
their  rent  farr  exceed  the  Forest  rent  ratably."  This 
contrasts  with  the  description  of  the  tenants  in  the 
Manors  of  Wakefield  and  Pontefract.  The  tenants 
of  the  former  are  described  as  "  generally  riche  traders 
in  clothe,  most  of  them  peacable  and  quietly  disposed ; 
therefore  I  thinck  this  Lordshipp  may  be  made  a 
worthie  example  of  proffitt  to  many  other  of  like 
tenure,  for  I  verily  think  they  may  be  drawen  with 
some  circumstances  to  very  high  rates."  Of  the 
latter  it  is  said,  "  the  soile  nor  the  tenants  so  riche  " 
(as  those  of  Wakefield),  "yet  well  disposed,  and  may 
be  drawen  to  convicons  answerable  to  their  abilities 
and  the  benefitt  they  shall  receive," 
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But  to  proceed  with  the  presentments  and  the 
offences  for  which  fines  were  imposed ;  these  consisted 
largely  of  affrays  with  blood-letting,  breaking  into 
each  other's  houses  and  carrying  off  such  neighbour's 
goods  as  they  could  lay  bands  on  (often,  it  would 
appear,  to  satisfy  some  actual  or  imaginary  debt), 
breaking  down  fences  and  turning  their  cattle  into 
their  neighbour's  fields,  not  keeping  their  own  fences 
in  repair  or  scouring  out  their  ditches,  offering  rotten 
fish  or  meat  for  sale,  and  other  like  offences.  The 
ladies  were  constantly  in  trouble  as  scolds  and  for 
using  abusive  language  (intemperate  and  unlawful 
words ;  "  loquax,  garrulatrix,  et  objuratrix  "  were  the 
terms  applied;  sometimes  only  one  of  these  is  used, 
sometimes  the  three).  The  pains  laid  on  individuals 
and  townships  follow,  and  as  many  of  these  are  of 
some  interest  a  few  may  with  advantage  be  given 
here.  For  instance,  the  fair  sex  of  Hampsthwaite 
had  evidently  been  using  their  tongues  so  freely, 
in  the  middle  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  that 
it  was  found  necessary  to  lay  on  them  the  following 
pain : — "  That  noe  manner  of  woman  dwelling  in 
Hampstwhaite  and  Rowden  shall  neither  skoulde  nor 
unlawfullie  chide,  sub  pcena  vs."  As  late  as  1676  a 
pain  was  laid  that  "  the  towne  of  Farnham,  and  all 
other  the  severall  townes  within  the  Libertie  and 
Soake,  shall  provide  and  make  ducking  stools,  to  be 
placed  in  some  convenient  places  within  or  neere 
everie  respective  towne,  betwixt  and  midsomer  nexte, 
uppon  pain,  for  everie  towne  that  shall  neglect, 
to  pay  xxs."  In  the  middle  of  the  reign  of  James  I 
a  pain  was  laid  that  "  Jane  Woodward  shall  put  away 
a  mongrell  mastie  betwene  and  Penticost  next,  beinge 
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an  unruly  dogg,  and  her  children  dogginge  of  men's 
goodes  with  him  unlawfullie  upon  the  King's  comon, 
sub  posna  xxs."  From  subsequent  presentments  it  does 
not  appear  that  the  threats  of  fines  or  other  punish- 
ments did  much  towards  keeping  the  ladies  quiet. 
Sabbath-breaking  at  Knaresborough  amongst  youths, 
servants,  and  labouring  men  was  to  be  thus  dealt 
with :  "  That  no  servant  or  prentice  or  ]abouring 
man  shall  bowle  Sondayes  or  holydaies,  contrarye  to 
the  Statute,  in  the  Castell  garth  or  any  other  place, 
upon  payne  everie  tyme  so  doing  vjs.  viijcf.;  that  the 
bailiffe  doe  not  suffer  anye  such  persons  afore  named 
to  bowle  in  places  aforesaid,  sub  poena  xxs."  The 
powers  that  were  in  the  Manor  of  Aldbrough,  27th 
Elizabeth,  being  anxious  about  the  morals  of  their 
children  and  servants,  laid  the  following  pains  :— 
"  That  from  hensfurth  no  mans  servant  nor  made 
servant  within  Aldeburghe  shalbe  owt  of  his  or  their 
howse  at  any  tyme  after  ix  of  the  cloke  without 
speciall  lycence  of  his  or  their  master,  upon  payne 
to  forfeit  for  every  tyme  so  being  vs.;  that  from 
henceforthe  yt  yf  any  manner  of  person  or  persons 
within  Aldeburghe  shall  know  that  ther  servant  and 
children  to  be  owt  of  the  howse  at  any  tyme  after 
ix  of  the  cloke  at  night,  and  do  not  com  pell  them  to 
come  home  presently,  without  such  servantes  or 
children  be  about  some  business  of  the  sayd  master, 
that  then  the  master  or  parents  of  every  such 
servantes  or  children  to  forfayt  for  every  tyme 
offendinge  vs.;  that  hensfurth  no  maner  of  person  or 
persons  whatsoever,  dwelling  in  Aldeburghe  aforesaid, 
shall  suffer  any  other  manes  children  or  servantes  to 
be  in  his  howse  or  howses  after  ix  of  the  cloke  at 
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night,  without  lycense  of  the  said  parents  or  masters, 
upon  paine  to  forfeyte  for  every  tyme  offending  xs.; 
that  from  hensfurthe  no  manner  of  minstrell  shall 
play  in  any  parte  of  the  towne  of  Aldeburghe,  at 
any  tyme,  whearby  to  call  or  kepe  any  manns 
servantes  or  children  from  their  masters  or  parentes 
howses  after  ix  of  the  cloke  at  night,  except  it  be 
at  a  wedding,  upon  payne  for  every  such  mynstrell 
so  playing  to  forfeyte  xs.;  that  from  hensfurthe  yf 
any  of  the  constables  of  Aldeburghe,  knowing  any 
mans  servaunt  or  children  owt  of  their  masters  or 
parents  howses  at  any  tyme,  as  aforesaid,  and  do  not 
cause  them  to  repaire  home  to  their  said  masters  or 
parentes  howses  immediatlie,  or  els  shall  punishe 
them  according  to  the  lawes,  that  then  such  constable 
for  not  doing  their  once  therein  to  forfeyt  for  every 
tyme  xs.;  that  if  the  constables  of  Aldeburghe  do 
not  wekely,  at  the  leaste  once  in  the  weke,  make 
speciall  and  dieligent  search  within  the  towne  of 
Aldeburghe  for  such  offences,  as  aforesaid,  and  for 
all  other  offenses  belonging  to  ther  said  office,  then 
such  constables  to  forfeyt  for  every  weke  not  so 
searching  iijs.  iiijd." 

The  repairing  of  the  highways  was  a  frequent 
source  of  trouble,  and  in  consequence  of  neglect 
pains  were  constantly  laid  on  the  inhabitants  on 
this  account,  as  the  following  show.  In  the  12th 
Charles  I  a  pain  was  laid :  "  That  an  auncient 
church  way  for  goeing,  rideing,  and  carrieing  corpses 
of  the  dead  from  the  towne  of  Timble  unto  the  Paris  he 
Church  of  Fuiston,  through  these  parcels  of  groundes 
here  after  named,  that  is  to  say,  through  the  landes 
of  Nicholas  Whitelock,  called  Waineman  landes,  and 
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from  thence  up  the  banck  land  of  Anthony  Pullein, 
and  soe  crosse  over  the  towne  feild  of  Timble  unto 
the  landes  in  the  occupation  of  Thomas  Wait  and 
John  Jeffrey,  called  the  Northside  of  the  Gaitelandes, 
through  one  close  called  North  Close,  and  through 
another  called  Bilton  Parock,  both  which  closes  are 
in  the  occupation  of  Lawrence  Bradley,  and  soe 
directlie  over  the  comon  called  Timble  North  Moore, 
unto  Fuiston  Bridge,  be  laid  open,  and  sufficient  gaites 
and  stiles  be  maid  by  all  and  everie  of  the  owners 
or  occupiers  of  the  landes  above  menconed,  in  and 
over  their  severall  walles  and  fences,  at  or  before  the 
next  Sherifturne,  upon  paine  of  everie  person  or 
persons  making  defaulte  herein  to  forfeit  to  the 
quenes  Majestie  the  sum  of  xxs.,  to  be  levied  of  their 
goodes  and  chattells  to  thuse  of  her  highness."  In 
another  pain  "  the  inhabitants  or  others  wher  of  right 
ought,  doe  sufficientlie  repayre  the  highway  called 
Watling  Street,  betwixt  Spinkborne  and  Ketle  Synge 
heade,  before  June  next."  This  and  other  Roman 
Roads  which  pass  through  the  Forest  are  shown  on 
the  latest  Ordnance  Map. 

With  regard  to  certain  sporting  rights,  there 
were  pains  laid  at  the  Great  Inquisition  of  the 
Forest,  in  the  16th  Queen  Elizabeth,  "yt  no  person 
or  persons  dwellinge  or  inhabitinge  withein  the  said 
Forest,  nor  any  person  dwellinge  without  the  same, 
the  quenes  majestie  copie  holder  or  freeholder  thier, 
excepted,  shall  within  the  boundes  or  limittes  of  the 
said  Forest,  cocke,  yt  is  goo  abrode  in  the  winter 
season  in  and  through  the  woodes  and  other  places 
within  the  presingte  of  the  said  Forest  with  his  bowe, 
his  boltes,  or  arrowes,  pretendinge  to  kill  woodcocke, 


